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Utilization  of Power Was Struggle  of 1950s 

Brief  resume of some of the highlights  of the Flathead  

becoming  location  of Montana's  only  aluminum  producing  

facility  is  as follows:  

May 10, 11, 1950 - Harvey Machine Co., Torrance,  Calif.  

acquired  options  with  intent  to build  plant  on Teakettle  bench.  

Site  had previously  been investigated  and favored  by Anaconda 

men. In October,  1950 Harvey switched  to Rose Crossing,  six  

miles  north  of Kalispell  and bought  1,000 acres.  

November 5, 1951 - Anaconda Copper Mining  Co. announced  

it  had acquired  95 percent  of Harvey's  interest.  

August  30, 1952 - C.F. Kelley,  chairman  of the board,  

Anaconda  Copper Mining  Co., announced  ACM would build  its  $45 

million  aluminum  reduction  plant  (this  became $65 million)  two 

miles  east  of Columbia  Falls  near Teakettle  Mountain.  

September  9, 1952 at 9:45 a.m. - First  actual  land  purchase  

was from Bernard  S. Tracey.  Involved  were W. C. Rae, ACM 

general  land  and tax  agent,  and Dwight  Lohn, Bank of Columbia  

Falls  vice  president.  Following  shortly  were purchases  of 70 

acres  owned by Edward Johnson,  280 acres  from Henry Larkin  and 

238 acres  owned by Pat Kelly.  First  options  had been taken  by 
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ACM in  January,  1952. Land involved  hadn't  supported  a single  

family.  

September  16, 1952 - Wixson Crowe started  clearing  101 

acres  with  F & S Construction  Co. clearing  200 in  1953. Fore-

man Joe Lavorato  and Great  Northern  extra  gang meanwhile  on 

September  5 started  to lay  ties  for  1500 foot  service  track.  

October  1, 1952 - President  Harry  S. Truman dedicated  

Hungry  Horse Dam. His special  train  passed plant  site  and 

clearing  fires  previous  night  before  parking  on spur  next  to 

Columbia  Falls  Depot.  Truman toured  Hungry Horse Dam, and 

dedication  ceremony took  place  at Flathead  High School  gym. 

April  1, 1953 - Temporary  AAC offices  opened in  Rooms 17, 

18 and 19 of old  Bank of Columbia  Falls  building  owned by 

Mr.  and Mrs. J. W. Slifer.  H. G. Satterthwaite  had been 

designated  plant  manager; John Irvine  headed construction  

supervision.  

May 18, 1953 - J. A. McNeil  Co., Alhambra,  Calif.  awarded  

excavating  and foundations  contract,  with  excavation  to total  

500,000  cubic  yards  and concrete  82,000.  Fall  of 1952 saw 

G. A. Monegan and Earl  Rowe with  George DeVoe, superintendent,  

awarded  contract  to build  five  homes. 

May 22, 1953 - Columbia  Falls  Chamber of Commerce jubilee  

trout  dinner  for  AAC men and women held  at Canyon Hotel  with  

Wesley  Castles,  representing  Governor  J. Hugo Aronson,  speaker.  

All  220 tickets  sold.  James A. Cumming was chamber president  
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establishment  of branch  of Flathead  County Free Library  in  

71 by 16 foot  frame building  that  had been two-thirds  of Foley  

Constructors  office,  donated  by AAC. Mrs. Carl  Lungborg  headed 

the  project.  Many hours  of volunteer  work by men and women of 

community.  

January  15, 1956 - New officers  of Aluminum Workers  

International  Local  320 AFL-CIO received  charter  from Pat 

Reilly,  international  representative.  Officers  were: Carl  

Eyre,  Whitefish,  president;  Dean Larkins,  Columbia  Falls,  

vice  president;  John Ebing,  Columbia  Falls,  secretary-

treasurer;  William  Covell,  sergeant-at-arms  with  trustees,  

Bruce  Carrier,  David  Monroe, and Hugh Speer.  

April  10, 1956 - Contract  signed  between Anaconda Aluminum  

Co. and Aluminum Trades Workers Council  AFL-CIO.  
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